Vocabulary Set 2
Cause/effect: How or why an event happened; what resulted from an event. The author presents
ideas, events in time, or facts as causes and the resulting effect(s) or facts that happen as a result of an
event. Cue/Signal Words: If/then, reasons why, as a result, therefore, because, consequently, since, so
that, for, hence, due to, thus, and this led to
Cause

Effect

Gum makes messes in the classroom

Students are not allowed to chew gum in class

Gum is a distraction

kills people

Tornado hits town

knocks out power

Tears down Houses

Chronological Order/Sequencing: The order of events/steps in a process
Jack and Jill ran up a hill
to fetch a pail of water.

Jack fell down, and
broke his crown..

I woke up

Brushed teeth

And Jill came
tumbling after.

Came to school

Compare/Contrast: How two or more things are alike/different Cue/Signal Words: However,
nevertheless, on the other hand, but, similarly, although, also, in contrast, different, alike, same as,
either/or, in the same way, just like, just as, likewise, in comparison, whereas, and yet
Alike:




Alike:



Both fruits
Have skin
healthy

America was involved
People died

Apples and Oranges

Different:
 oranges have more acid.
 Apples have thinner skin

Civil War and WWII

Different:
 One happened on U.S.
soil
 The atom bomb used
for the 1st time in WWII

Description/Categorization: How something looks, moves, works, etc.; a definition or
characterization. The author describes a topic by listing characteristics, feature, attributes, and
examples. Cue/Signal Words: for example, characteristics, for instance, such as, is like, including, and to
illustrate
5 things to be encouraged about in 2014
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Fiction

Energy independence is on the horizon
We’re eating less junk food
America is the world’s no. 1 place to do business
Graduation rates are improving
Gun violence is down

Non-fiction

Genres

Drama

Poetry
Romance

Problem/Solution: What’s wrong and how to fix it. The author presents a problem and one or more
solutions to the problem
Problem

Solution

Spilled milk

Clean it up with paper towel

Tardies

More punishment

Position/Reason: Why a point or idea should be supported; what’s wrong with an idea
Reasons not to smoke
1. Cost
2. Odor
3. Fire hazard

You should drink bottled water
1. More pure
2. Better tasting
3. Easier to access

Order of importance: A series of ideas listed according to their value
Most Important

Least Important

Less Important

Less Important

Least Important

More Important

Company Employees
1. President
2. Vice President
3. Workers

When buying a house, what to consider
1. Garden
2. Size
3. Cost

